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TRYSPACES is a team of interdisciplinary researchers 
and students, multimedia artists, social workers, urban 
professionals, and young adults from Mexico City, Montreal, 
Paris, and Hanoi. Our partnership brings together twelve 
universities in four countries and as many public, associative, 
and private organizations, working together in a collaborative 
and comparative research approach.

We work in four languages, mobilizing new information 
and communication technologies and different forms of 
language : visual arts, dance, street arts, urban playfulness, 
narrative cartography, but also public policy advice, scientific 
articles, and urbanistic sketches. We function as a living 
laboratory, working with participatory methodologies in 
order to co-produce knowledge.

OUR OBJECTIVE :  
To better understand the effects of transgressive youth 
practices on urban governance. Through the study of 
regulatory regimes specific to each public space (physical 
and digital), we question the relationships between youth 
who deploy transgressive practices and the institutions 
of governance, whether through public policy, design, 
surveillance, or informal arrangements. By involving youth in 
this research, we seek to intervene directly in public spaces 
to better co-analyze their role as vectors of social change, 
urban actors, and policymakers.

TRYSPACES encourages differences in its teams and 
projects. We work with an ethic that is sensitive to the power 
relations that arise from differences in gender, sexuality, race, 
territory, age, different abilities, and social classes and  
their intertwining.
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Introduction
This fifth year of the great TRYSPACES adventure will be 
remembered as the year of « coming out » of the COVID-19 
pandemic. It began with a highlight, the June 2021 4Cities  
Festival, when it was still impossible to meet in person.  
It  ended with a flurry of face-to-face and hybrid activities  
in Hanoi, Paris, Mexico City, and Montreal and in the  
TRYSPACES digital space.

What has kept us busy this year is mainly the setting up  
of working groups around comparative productions, be  
they interactive, audiovisual and digital, or academic.  
To feed these transversal projects, we have organized 
methodological workshops, either locally or in the digi-
tal space. This is a stimulating step in this participatory 
research process, which involves creation, mutual learning 
and collaborative effort that will lead us to our grand final 
meeting scheduled for June 2023.

M O N T R E A L

PA R I S

M E X I C O

H A N O I
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Research
A world of translation. Reinventing comparative methods.

Figure 1 : Videoconference Clichy-sous-Bois, Montreal, Mexico and Hanoi, September 2022.

In 1986, James Clifford and George Marcus 
broke with the Chicago School’s ethnogra-
phic tradition of representing lived expe-
rience « as it really is. » 1  Instead, they see 
ethnography as a writing practice involving 
polyvocality, dialogue, and intertextuality.  
The ethnographer, they argue, creates 
affective fictions of the world he or she 

describes. Ethnography « is a political and 
creative practice based on the transgression 
of cultural boundaries, which are displaced, 
reconstructed, or transcended by the field 
encounter” 2.  Indeed, the process of trans-
lation is a creative and comparative process 
that deserves full recognition, because to 
translate means to transform knowledge. To 

At the end of a mini forum that brought 
together youth teams from Hanoi,  
Mexico City and Montreal as part of the 
TRYCITIES project in March 2022, Amed 
Aroche exclaims : « it’s sometimes difficult 
to communicate in so many languages 
and switch and all of that. But it’s amazing 
to listen to different sounds and this sonic 
landscape that we have here, it’s really rich 
and I love when somebody speaks in their 
own language. So let’s just be ourselves 
and that’s it! A few months later, when 
these teams met for the first time with the 
young people participating in the ACLEFEU 
collective’s memory transmission workshop 
project in Clichy-sous-Bois, near Paris, 
the mini forum was organized in French, 
mobilizing members from Montreal, Mexico 

City and Hanoi who spoke that language 
to facilitate and exchange with the young 
people in France, while Kelly Vu and Selina 
Colin translated the discussion into English 
for the other members who did not unders-
tand French, using the « chat » of the Zoom 
platform. As a question was asked by a 
young person from Clichy to the Mexico City 
team, we learned that the answer could be 
given in Spanish since a young person in the 
room in Clichy could provide the translation 
into French. We all came out of this meeting 
with a smile on our faces, charmed by this 
« soundscape » to use Amed’s expression, by 
this collective experimentation of translation 
that is organically improvised, drawing on 
the capacities, curiosity and openness to the 
Other that characterizes TRYSPACES.

translate is to anticipate, since the person 
translating transposes his or her hopes, 
inclinations and uncertainties into the words 
used. Each translation seeks to alleviate 
the concerns of the person receiving it; to 
alleviate any sense that the transmission is 
an imposition, preemption of the receiver’s 
ability to interpret oneself. The polyvocality 
of TRYSPACES allows us to reinvent com-
parison, because the act of translation relies 
on the comparison of words, their emotional 
charge, their culturally embedded meaning.

Nearly 15 years ago, AbdouMaliq Simone and 
Julie-Anne Boudreau played with intertex-
tuality and polyvocality when they asked six 
authors writing about Mumbai, Rio, Toronto, 
Cape Town and Montreal : « How can an 
analysis go ‘from there to there’ and draw 
these different cities together, while at the 
same time learning about and experiencing 
the textures of their different histories? How 
can one write about these lines of contact 
between cities? How, to paraphrase Fulvia 
Carnevale, can we speak the strange lan-
guage of urbanization? »  The idea was to 
highlight unexpected articulations « between 
situated, yet still mobile voices; voices that 
speak of specific cities and people, while 
participating in the transurban language of 
urbanization. » 3 Since 2017, this is exactly 
what we have been doing at TRYSPACES

TRYSPACES is a translation space that often 
materializes in digital space, in a variety 
of interurban activities, such as our digital 
labs including both live video conferencing 
events with simultaneous translation by 
professionals, or organically organized as 
we saw above, and asynchronous activities 
such as collaborative digital mapping or 
scrapbooking. One of the challenges of 
TRYSPACES is to communicate to the very 
diverse membership the subtleties of the 
complex urban realities we wish to compare. 
This involves multiple translations, which 
occur at different levels : 1) literally, of course, 

as we navigate through four working lan-
guages : French, Spanish, Vietnamese, and 
English; but also 2) disciplinarily, as we come 
from a variety of academic and non-acade-
mic disciplines where our core concepts 
do not mean the same thing; 3) culturally, as 
some concepts or ideas do not translate, 
or are distorted as they circulate from one 
city to another; and 4) experientially, as we 
work from a wide range of experiences and 
stances. 4

That is why we use languages other than the 
spoken word : mapping, music, theater, pho-
tos on Instagram. Working online, across four 
time zones, greatly limits the amount of time 
we can spend together « live. » In this sense, 
our techno-artistic partners play a crucial role 
in producing a variety of multimedia rende-
rings of our research findings. These alterna-
tive forms of language make it much easier to 
share urban experiences than academic texts 
or conference presentations.

Our all-translation world relies on what 
Terri Givens calls « radical empathy. » 5  It is 
about moving beyond the Chicago School’s 
ethnographic goal of « understanding » the 
lives and suffering of others and looking 
inward to understand the origins of our 
biases and prejudices, what Terri Givens calls 
« cultural humility.» Any participatory and 
collaborative research process should be 
based on these fundamentally relational and 
comparative practices. At TRYSPACES, we 
cultivate a concern for the Other in order to 
open up welcoming spaces for co-creation. 
For example, we organize « intercultural » 
reflection workshops, 6 we offer care map-
ping workshops, and we seek to practice 
what our partner L’Anonyme calls a « politics 
of hospitality. Their 3629 project in Montreal 
aims to house « the most fragile people who 
do not meet the requirements for emer-
gency housing (e.g. not having pets, being 
sober, etc.) or the criteria for accessing social 
housing (e.g. having no debt with the Office 
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2 Rao, U. and J. Hutnyk (eds.) (2006) Celebrating Transgression : Method and Politics in Anthropological Studies of Culture.  New York : Berghahn Books. p. 1.

3 Simone, A and J.A. Boudreau (eds.) (2009) “Writing the lines of connection : Unveiling the strange language of urbanization.” International Journal of Urban 
and Regional Research 32(4) : 989-1027.

4 Boudreau, J.A., C. Bensiali, andL. Ferro Higuera (forthcoming). “Quilting Comparison : Wonder, Translation and Theorization” in Handbook of Comparative 
Urban Studies, P. Le Galès et J. Robinson (eds.). London : Routledge.

5 Workshop «How to compare? The radical empathy approach» by Terri Givens, TRYSPACES Annual Meetings 2022, October 7, 2022.
6 Boudreau, J.A, L. Ferro and J. Aguëro. 2021. “Cartografías del cuidado” Participatory mapping workshop, Universidad Autónoma de Nayarit, 22 septiembre 2021.

https://www.trycities.space/
https://tryspaces.org/projet-recherche-participative-sur-lhistoire-et-la-memoire-dun-espace-public-politique-aclefeu-a-clichy-sous-bois-%ef%bf%bc/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/projet-recherche-participative-sur-lhistoire-et-la-memoire-dun-espace-public-politique-aclefeu-a-clichy-sous-bois-%ef%bf%bc/?lang=fr
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A space from which to imagine urban transformation :  
A cosmos and interstices

Through the collective work done since 2017, a common urban space has become visible, 
a TRYSPACES space shaped by the experience of this collective adventure in the 4 cities. 
Our work has revealed practices, subjects and spaces that are too often invisible, spaces 
and practices of transgression. Furthermore, the experience of participating in TRYSPACES, 
as students, researchers, artists and partners, has influenced the way we experience the city 
on a daily basis, revealing another urban layer. This shared urban space, this « TRYSPACES 
cosmos » is brought to light in the TRYCosmos platform created by our partner Culturans. In 
an immersive and interactive environment, the platform visualizes the multiple relationships 
generated by TRYSPACES. 

This cosmos, this emerging TRYSPACES world, puts in relation several interstices. The 
interstice, located between private and public space, the informal and the formal, is gene-
rally considered transgressive. But as we have shown in our research, transgression is also a 
place of sociability and transformation. The transformative dimension of interstitial spaces 
emerges in the conflict between logics of control and subversion : it is because they are 
contested that interstices can produce new conceptions of self and place 7.  All these inters-
tices that we have analyzed over the past five years are the places that make up our universe 
of research and creation : afters in Montreal, a pulque kiosk in Mexico City, « creative 
hubs » in Hanoi, a bazaar in Saint-Denis near Paris, an anti-racist bookstore in Montreal, 
a sidewalk where men offer sexual services, a hair salon where a young migrant woman 
works in Hanoi, the space between two buildings in a social housing complex near Paris, 

and dozens of other interstices. These interstices are thresholds, bridges, vectors, sponges... 
In this sense, they are micro-spaces as well as moments of liberation, moments full of hope 
and potential. Thresholds are spaces and moments where a new urban reality is created, on 
an almost microscopic scale, but with immense significance for the people who inhabit them. 
Thresholds herald other ways of living and coexisting, what Stavros Stavrides calls « alteri-
ties », emancipatory spatializations. 8

Our comparative productions

In their contribution to the special issue currently being produced « Participatory research : 
thinking about the role of social sciences in the city » proposed to the journal Sociologie et 
Sociétés, M.A. Bacqué, C. Bellavoine, J. Demoulin and C. Lafaye analyze the process of crea-
tion and the effects of the different productions of the Pop-Part Collective that structured the 
participation of the TRYParis team in the TRYSPACES project. They distinguish between : 

->    Participatory productions intended for a wide audience, such as the collective work 
Jeunes de quartiers. Le pouvoir des mots.

->    Productions resulting from collaborations with creative partners outside the research, 
which translate the results and « not only participate in the broadening of the public, but 
also in an extension of the analysis when other actors seize it and appropriate it.

->    Academic productions written by the researchers.

The comparative process that we are concerned with for the last few years of the TRYSPACES 
partnership is concretized by the preparation of these three types of productions. In our case, 
the participatory productions and the productions with creative partners outside the research 
can hardly be separated. This is due to the need for constant translations specific to compa-
rative analysis. That is, researchers who have not conducted case study research reinterpret 
these local results for comparison.

Thus, since the 4Cities Festival in June 2021, teams integrating researchers, students and 
TRYSPACES partners have been formed to prepare :

->   Atlas Transgression : A cartographic experiment aimed at analyzing local case studies in a 
transversal way in order to make people feel, see and hear this city full of potentiality, this 
space of action and imagination, which is TRYSPACES’ own space.

->   Visual dictionary : A reference work using audiovisual material from the TRYSPACES 
case studies (mental map, sketch, photo, video capture, architectural projection, audio 
recording, etc.) to illustrate all the terminology specific to the transgression-youth-public 
spaces, terminology resulting from the research work in Hanoi, Montreal, Mexico City  
and Paris 

->    Comparative approach of the street : This short film analyses in a comparative way the 
uses of the street by young people in Paris and Montreal. 

8	 	Stavrides,	S.	(2016).	Hacia	la	ciudad	de	umbrales.	Madrid :	Akal.7	 Boudreau,	J.A.,	L.	Billen	and	J.	Agüero.	(2022).	“A	French	Bazaar	and	a	Mexican	Street	Market :	An	Object-centred	Comparative	Analysis	of	Interstitial	Spaces”	
cultural geographies.

municipal d’habitation de Montréal (OMHM) or with social assistance). » With TRYSPACES, 
L’Anonyme is asking « new questions about hospitality policy, drawing on the experience of 
3629 » in order to formulate recommendations that can be brought to the attention of public 
policy makers. In the same way, we at TRYSPACES seek to open up such spaces of hospitality.

Figure 2 : « Cartografías del cuidado » workshop, Universidad Autónoma de Nayarit, September 22, 2021.

https://cosmos.tryspaces.org/
https://tryspaces.org/a-la-decouverte-des-afters-montrealais/
https://vimeo.com/418163956?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=72205844
https://tryspaces.org/studycase/youth-transgressions-vietnamese-creative-city-copy-2/
https://tryspaces.org/studycase/youth-transgressions-vietnamese-creative-city-copy-2/
https://tryspaces.org/retour-en-images-expo-des-vies-des-objets/?lang=fr
https://www.instagram.com/p/Ci-wmMKpM3o/
https://vimeo.com/277597413?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=72205844
https://vimeo.com/277597413?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=72205844
https://vimeo.com/393942880
https://vimeo.com/393942880
https://vimeo.com/user72205844
https://jeunesdequartier.fr/
https://jeunesdequartier.fr/
https://tryspaces.org/studycase/projet-3629/?lang=fr
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->    Podcasts by TRYSPACES students : A new channel for students to share their personal, 
academic and political experiences.  

->    TRYCITIES : Incubation process for urban innovation projects in Hanoi, Montreal and 
Mexico City. Coordinated by Culturans, teams of young TRYSPACES alumni and new 
members transform the results of our research into an urban innovation project.

Regarding comparative academic productions, 
two dossiers are in preparation, including texts 
written by researchers, students and partners from 
Mexico City, Hanoi, Montreal and Mexico City :

->    Participatory research : thinking about the role 
of social sciences in the city, submitted to the 
journal Sociologie et Sociétés

->    Critical mapping involving youth in four cities 
on four continents : Transgressive practices 
and appropriation of public spaces, submitted 
to the journal Mappemonde 

Publications 

As the work on most of our local case studies ends, several articles, chapters and conferences 
have been published or are in the process of being published to present the results of this 
research. In total, for this fifth year, we have published 60 articles, books, book chapters and 5 
theses and dissertations or internship reports. There were also 4 media appearances. For 16 of 
the 50 articles, chapters and books, students are co-authors or authors (see list of publications 
in appendix). 
 
Of particular note are student publications, such as Lorena Paredes’s in the International Jour-
nal of Drug Policy, David Jimenez’s in a book co-published by the Centro de Investigaciones 
sobre América del Norte - UNAM and the Department of Anthropology at the University of 
Colorado - Denver about the counter-narratives on cannabis developed by young artists in 
public spaces.  

Figure 5 : Presentation of the Montreal Night policy brief, May 2022.

There is also Santiago Gomez’s article in 
the journal Humanities, Arts and Society 
about the literary mapping project car-
ried out by students in Mexico City, and 
Maxime Boucher’s article, « Participating 
without tensing up », published in the 
Cahiers de recherche sociologique. 

This year has been particularly prolific in 
terms of publications by our partners. First 
of all, let’s mention the notice Montréal 
nocturne : une perspective jeunesse sur 
les espaces publics, written jointly by 
the Conseil Jeunesse de Montréal, the 
organization Respire and Valérie Amiraux’s 
research team.

The article by Pham Quynh Huong, Phan 
Song Thuong, Luong Thuy Duong and 
Nguyen  
Xuan An, « Youth Access to Public Space during COVID-19 Pandemic in Hanoi, Vietnam.  
A Descriptive Study » was published in the Journal of Public Space linked to UN-Habitat.

Online publications and in the press
Scientific communication
Scientific article (subscription)
Dissertations and theses
Book
Special issue in a scientific journal
Scientific article (open access)
Chapter

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Total = 68Publications, 2021-2022

Figura 3 : Call for participation in the TRYSPACES podcasts. Credit: #tryspaces_digital

Researchers Partners Students

https://tryspaces.org/13033/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/13033/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/13033/?lang=fr
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Knowledge Mobilization Fund

A mobilization grant was awarded to Mélissa 
Moriceau to continue her exploration of the 
Montreal underground scene. Following an 
incursion into the comedy circuit in squats 
and among cannabis dealers, she offers  
a unique look at afters, raves or  
underground parties.  

« By taking the liberty of ending at dawn, 
these events redefine the temporal ampli-
tude of the party and modify its rhythms. 
Compared to bars where everything is 
« hustled », « fast » and « intense », the 
relationship with time takes on a new 
dimension. To stop being in a hurry and in 
frantic consumption before 3 am would allow 
exploring the present moment by allowing 
to escape from the « ordinary time ». It is also 
the relaxation of the rules which regulate the 
world of the night, which allures this type of 
event. Figures of the anti-club, these spaces 
propose a scenic device different from 
that which one usually sees in the club : no 
barrier, for example, between the DJ and the 
spectator, the artist being often on the same 
level as the public, nor of bouncer, or when 
it is present, its role is reserved to the only 
checking of the tickets. In this type of event, 
respect for others, their gender identity, and 
their sexual orientation is a strong principle. 
If young people feel free in these spaces, it’s 
also because they convey the message to 
come as you please, without judgment. » 

Also partially funded by the Mobilization 
Fund, Kygel Théâtre staged a theatrical  
performance based on the POP-PART 
project. Vivaces is a theatrical creation that 
stages excerpts from the collective work 
Jeunes de quartier, le pouvoir des mots. 
The play has toured several cities in France, 
with success. Telerama magazine gave it an 
excellent review.

From techno music and theater, let’s move 
on to comics, another form of language 
explored by TRYSPACES. With the project 
« L’Humain urbain sous le microscope : une 
bande dessinée pour vulgariser l’observation 
comme méthode scientifique », Nathalie 
Boucher of the organization Respire, Chloé 
Couvy and Julieane Choquette-Lelarge have 
elaborated a short comic in order to « make 
the science behind observation known to 
the general public. The objective is to explain 
how observation can be done with rigor, 
how it can be complementary to interviews, 
and how, even practiced « at home », it can 
be rich in information. » The comic will be 
displayed in the Montreal public space in 
October 2022.  

A complete book presenting the results of 
the Montreal case studies in comic book 
form is currently being developed. The book 
will be the first volume in a series of comics 
dedicated to « scientific research » by the 
Presses universitaires de Montréal. The 
comic aims to popularize the transgressive 

The cross-cutting reflection work in progress 
in the comparative productions brings to 
light rich proposals on what knowledge 
mobilization means. Among others, collea-
gues in the Paris region analyses the different 
forms of partnership and their effects on the 
participatory research process, as well as the 
constitution of communities of practice. In 
the TRYCITIES urban innovation incubation 
project, students act as « anthropologists » of 
the process; they document it and reflect on 
its effects. In addition, the process includes 
a sustained evaluation mechanism from its 
inception, which will allow for the analysis 
of its impacts. Rather than participatory 
research, TRYCITIES is situated in the world 
of research-creation.  
 

For its part, the Atlas Transgression  
production team is analyzing the  
transformative effects of the transgressive 
practices studied in the local case studies, 
as well as of the participation of researchers, 
students and partners in TRYSPACES.  
Taken together, these reflexive analyses 
demonstrate a search for more appropriate 
indicators than those normally used by 
funders to measure knowledge mobilization, 
to assess the impacts of TRYSPACES in a 
qualitative rather than quantitative manner.

In addition to the comparative outputs  
mentioned above, several student and  
partner initiatives were funded through  
our Knowledge Mobilization Fund. 

Knowledge  
mobilization

Figure 7 : Performance of Vivaces, Kygel Théâtre.

Figure 6 : Montreal Afters. Photo credit : Mélissa Moriceau

https://tryspaces.org/studycase/do-or-dont-transgression-and-regulation-of-subversive-behaviours-in-montreal/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/studycase/do-or-dont-transgression-and-regulation-of-subversive-behaviours-in-montreal/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/studycase/do-or-dont-transgression-and-regulation-of-subversive-behaviours-in-montreal/?lang=fr
https://jeunesdequartier.fr/articles/vivaces-representation-theatrale%20
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phenomena studied to the general public,  
not necessarily academics, and in particular to 
the youth who are the subject of this research. 
It also seeks to continue to co-construct the 
scenario of the comic strip between resear-
chers, youth and students while introducing 
students to alternative ways of writing and 
thinking about their own research.
 
Continuing with the drawing, a book collec-
ting photos and sketches made by architec-
ture students of the Hanoi University of Civil 

Engineering (HUCE), accompanied by short 
descriptions of what they represent. The titles 
of the sections and their contents refer to 
the preferences expressed by young people 
for public spaces, such as « More diverse », 
« More friendly », « Airy and more », « Mea-
ningful and more », « Safer ». The book will be 
available in Vietnamese and English in  
the coming months.

One form of knowledge mobilization already 
widely used by TRYSPACES is video and 
documentary production. A new documentary 
on transgressions in the Vietnamese crea-
tive city is being produced with the support 
of a TRYSPACES grant. The team led by 
Pham Quynh Huong and Danielle Labbé has 
completed filming and a first draft has been 
submitted to a panel of experts for feedback. 
The documentary recounts the experience 
of the first generation of people who made 
up the « creative city » in Hanoi, highlighting 
the beneficial role that these creative spaces 
play in the development of arts and culture in 
general and in the lives of the young people 
who frequent them. 
 
A mini-documentary directed by Mireille 
Hébert and produced in a participatory way 
with a group of young teenage girls from 

Pointe-aux-Trembles in Montreal was presented at the event 
« UNA - Unir Notre Action pour l’Égalité - 2e édition (pour 
l’Égalité des genres dans la ville) », organized by the MEPAT 
Women’s Centre and the PAT Youth Centre in September 
2022. The video was shown to an audience of approxima-
tely 60 people (parents, friends, youth workers, community 
members) and sparked a stimulating debate between 
the teens and the audience. The video shows a collective 
canvas representing the dream place to be with girls, as 
well as sensory maps created by the research participants 
to analyze the dream public places, the dream public places 
for lesbian and/or heterosexual sensual experiences, and the 
dream atmospheres in these places.

To continue with mapping, Santiago Gomez, Laura Ferro, 
and Adriana Avila conducted literary mapping workshops 
based on novels about Mexico City, in order to understand 
how these literary spaces exist in our collective imagination 
of what Mexico City is and to make palpable the influence of 
literature in creating and maintaining the city’s daily life and 
image. The cartography not only reproduces the spaces and 
places that the selected novels speak of, but also repre-
sents the way in which these authors transgress the literary 
canons, as well as showing what the reading of the texts 
allows us (the readers) to transgress our daily life and reality.

The project « Beading Virtual Stories : Stories of Aboriginal 
Youth in Montreal/Tiohtià :ke/Mooniyang » is underway.  
Led by Stéphane Guimont-Marceau and Marie-Ève Drouin, a 
group of Indigenous youth are working to create an interac-
tive website to present their stories using traditional tech-
niques such as beadwork embedded in a narrative map.

Thi Thanh Hien Pham and Dang Huu Lieu presented a 
comparative study of two Montreal pedestrian streets at the 
International Association of People-Environment Studies 
(IAPS) conference, held July 5-8, 2022 in Lisbon, Portugal. 
 

Figure 8 : Sketchbook of desired public spaces, Hanoi. Photo credit : HUCE.

Figure 10 : Projection of « Atmospheres and dreamed public places », Pointe-aux-
Trembles, Montreal, September 2022. Photo credit : Mireille Hébert

Figure 11 : Instagram of the #Un_mapa_propio project

Figure 12 : Uses of a Montreal pedestrian street. Photo 
credit : Thi Thanh Hien Pham and Dang Huu LieuFigure 9: Filming of the documentary on transgressions in the Vietnamese Creative City

Patterns of pairs users

https://vimeo.com/754307428
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Public events

This fifth year ends with the international  
circulation of our documentaries. In Sep-
tember 2022, four TRYSPACES productions 
were screened and discussed in Montreal 
public spaces. As part of the film forum 
« Geographies iniques » organized by DARE-
DARE and Alice Covatta, we had the oppor-
tunity to discuss Making our Place, Projet 
Pop-part : Un aperçu, Si mis dedos tocan los 
tuyos and Admire ma peau noire in Montreal.

TRYSPACES was also part of the pro-
gramming for the digital block party at the 
MAPP_MTL 2022 festival. The participants 
of the « Tiohtià :ke : Rencontres montréa-
laises » project projected their creations on 
a building in the vicinity of the Van Horne 
Skatepark with two other TRYSPACES pro-
ductions. « Tiohtià :ke : Rencontres montréa-
laises » is a series of workshops that aimed to 
support the sharing of realities, experiences 
and practices of youth from the same city. 
Organized by Stéphane Guimont-Marceau 
in collaboration with our partners Wapikoni 
and the Society for Arts and Technology, the 
young participants were accompanied by 
two Wapikoni trainers. They were introduced 
to architectural projection (mapping) and 
real-time video mixing (VJing). 

Another project led by Thi-Thanh-Hiên Pham 
and Nathalie Boucher used the photovoice 
method of data collection, where youth 
visually documented their spaces and 
experiences in the St. Leonard neighborhood 
of Montreal through photo-taking, and then 
discussed them in groups. Their goal was 
to learn more about cohabitation as seen 
by these young people from a multi-ethnic 
neighbourhood.

An « exhibition-meeting : history and 
memory of ACLEFEU and the social strug-
gles of working-class neighborhoods 
in France » is also in full production. We 
can follow its evolution on our Instagram 
#tryspaces_digital.

Figure 13 : collective memory workshops, ACLEFEU, Clichy-sous-Bois, 
June 2022. Photo credit : #tryspaces_digital

Figure 14 : Screening of « Admire my black skin » at Parc 
Sainte-Cunégonde, Montreal, September 14, 2022. Photo credit : 
#tryspaces_digital

Figure 15 : TRYSPACES at the MAPP_MTL 2022 Festival. September 2022.  
Photo credit : #tryspaces_digital

Figure 17 : A preparatorio student selects an excerpt from a novel to map. Literary 
mapping workshop, Geopolis 4.0 festival, September 2022, Mexico City.  

Photo credit : J.A. Boudreau

Figure 18 : TRYSPACES seminar, Hanoi University of Civil Engineering (HUCE), June 2022.

Figure 16 : Segundo Festival Cannábico de Oriente. Mexico City, May 2022.
Photo credit : @ahftkd

From screening our documentaries in a park 
and under an overpass in Montreal, to the 
poetic and musical performances of the 
youth of the Cannabis Consumption Project 
on the other side of the fence surrounding 
a cultural center on the outskirts of Mexico 
City, TRYSPACES is spreading its ideas 
outside of academic spaces. 

Within university spaces, Santiago Gomez, 
Laura Ferro, and Adriana Avila offered a 
literary mapping workshop to Cégep level 
youth (baccalaureate in France, preparatoria 
in Mexico), during the Geopolis 4.0 festival 
that took place at the UNAM Institute  
of Geography.

On June 29 and 30, 2022, the Pop-Part team 
held a scientific colloquium on participatory 
methods to complement the October 2, 2021 
public event that had attracted hundreds  
of people.

A half-day seminar in June 2022 at the 
Hanoi University of Civil Engineering (HUCE) 
attracted several civil society organizations, 
students and researchers. The Hanoi partners 
presented all of the TRYHanoi research and 
productions to date.

https://www.dare-dare.org/fr/
https://www.dare-dare.org/fr/
https://vimeo.com/393942880
https://vimeo.com/393942880
https://vimeo.com/393942880
https://vimeo.com/566603771
https://vimeo.com/566603771
https://vimeo.com/638687390
https://tryspaces.org/tiohtiake-rencontres-montrealaises/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/tiohtiake-rencontres-montrealaises/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/lart-du-vivre-ensemble-jeunes-et-espaces-publics-dans-un-quartier-multiethnique-de-montreal/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/lart-du-vivre-ensemble-jeunes-et-espaces-publics-dans-un-quartier-multiethnique-de-montreal/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/lart-du-vivre-ensemble-jeunes-et-espaces-publics-dans-un-quartier-multiethnique-de-montreal/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/studycase/clichy-sous-bois/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/studycase/clichy-sous-bois/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/studycase/clichy-sous-bois/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/studycase/clichy-sous-bois/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/studycase/marijuana-users-on-the-streets-of-mexico/
https://www.parisnanterre.fr/actualite-de-la-recherche/cloture-de-lanr-pop-part-%C2%AB-les-quartiers-populaires-au-prisme-de-la-jeunesse-%C2%BB
https://www.parisnanterre.fr/actualite-de-la-recherche/cloture-de-lanr-pop-part-%C2%AB-les-quartiers-populaires-au-prisme-de-la-jeunesse-%C2%BB
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Figure 20 : Platform of « Neighborhood Youth » podcasts

Figure 21 : Interview with the feminist mapping collective Geobrujas, April 15, 2021.

TRYSPACES in the media 

To celebrate the 10th anniversary of the 2012 
student strikes in Quebec, in which several 
of our members participated, TRYSPACES 
published a collective text in the daily news-
paper Le Devoir.
 
TRYSPACES also appeared several times in 
the media when the policy brief Montréal 
Nocture, developed by Respire, the Conseil 
jeunesse de Montréal and Valérie Amiraux’s 
team at the Université de Montréal, was 
released. You can listen to a radio interview 
with Nathalie Boucher here : Montreal youth 
« chill » in the parks.

In the Paris region, the Pop-Part team has 
also been featured in the media, including 
a series of podcasts produced by The 
Conversation.

In Mexico City, let’s mention the interview 
with the GeoBrujas, a feminist mapping col-
lective, conducted by Julie-Anne Boudreau 
as part of the conference cycle Arte, Politica 
y Contracultura. El Mundo Hoy, organized by 
the Museo Universitario del Chopo. UNAM.

TRYSPACES in the  
digital space

Between September 15, 2021 - September 
15, 2022, our website attracted 8058 new 
visitors, 26% from the United States, 17% 
from Canada, 17% from Mexico, 6% from 
France and 5% from Vietnam. These  
visitors are between 18 and 34 years old, 
52% are men.

Our Facebook page has 1087 subscribers. 
It is fed by the Central Coordination, and 
also by posts from the Instagram account 
since spring 2021. As of September 15, 2022, 
19,379 people have seen our posts. Our 
followers are between the ages of 25 and 
34, 62% are female.

Our Twitter account is used to share 
TRYSPACES activities and news to a more 
specific audience : researchers, social 
organizations and the scientific commu-
nity. It allows for networking and strategic 
monitoring of the activities of TRYSPACES’ 
partner organizations and those working on 
similar issues.  As of September 15, 2022, we 
have 172 subscribers and in the last year, our 
publications have been seen by  
4627 people. 

 
 
 
On Vimeo, we value our 134 audiovisual 
productions. They have been viewed 558 
times between September 15, 2021 and 
September 15, 2022, viewings from Canada, 
Mexico, France, Vietnam, USA, Brazil, Spain, 
Italy, Belgium, Ireland.

On our Instagram account animated by a 
team of young people located in the four 
TRYSPACES cities : Van Anh Le in Hanoi, 
Tonatiuh Martinez in Mexico City,  
Amed Aroche in Montreal and Nawufal 
Mohamed in the Paris region, we published 
105 news items this year with an average 
of 170 views per publication and 15 to 20 
« likes ». We have 350 subscribers (90 more 
than last year), on average between 25 
and 34 years old (57% women). This is our 
fastest growing media, while our Facebook 
and Twitter community has stabilized. 
Publications cover TRYSPACES events  
and the TRYCITIES project, as well as 
reflections by young people from their  
daily lives in their city, related to the  
TRYSPACES themes.

Knowledge mobilization, 2021-2022 
Total = 99
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Figure 19 : Collective text published in Le Devoir on February 26, 2022

https://www.ledevoir.com/opinion/idees/680019/idees-2012-et-2022-pas-le-meme-combat
https://www.ledevoir.com/opinion/idees/680019/idees-2012-et-2022-pas-le-meme-combat
https://www.985fm.ca/nouvelles/480831/les-jeunes-montrealais-chillent-dans-les-parcs
https://www.985fm.ca/nouvelles/480831/les-jeunes-montrealais-chillent-dans-les-parcs
https://theconversation.com/jeunes-de-quartier-regarde-moi-178674%20
https://theconversation.com/jeunes-de-quartier-regarde-moi-178674%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bR4YOsm_eE&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bR4YOsm_eE&t=1s
https://tryspaces.org/?lang=fr
https://www.facebook.com/tryspaces
https://twitter.com/tryspaces
https://vimeo.com/user72205844
https://www.instagram.com/tryspaces_digital/
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Training and 
mentorships 

Partner  
participation
TRYSPACES includes 27 partners who signed a collaboration 
agreement in 2017.  This year, a new partner joined the team : 
ACLEFEU. The Association du Collectif Liberté Égalité Fraternité 
Ensemble Unis (ACLEFEU) was created immediately after the  
2005 social revolts in France. It aims to bring a political and social 
alternative to the violence by constituting a political public space 
of regulation. Within the framework of TRYSPACES, the associa-
tion organizes workshops of collective memory of these activities 
with the young people of Clichy-sous-Bois in the Paris region.
 

Partner activities

Our techno-artistic and socio-community partners participate in the evolution of the 
partnership by offering training to students and researchers and contributing to the analysis 
by proposing data visualizations. For example, Créo and Affordance Studio are participating 
in the development of the visual dictionary, while Respire is coordinating several research 
and dissemination activities for the case study on adolescent girls in Pointe-aux-Trembles 
in Montreal and the Montreal by night research. Wapikoni organized the workshops « Tioh-
tià :ke : Rencontres montréalaises ». In the Paris region, the Saint-Denis City Hall participates 
in our Steering Committee and hosts student interns, while collaborating in the Pop-Part 
research activities. While ACLEFEU is in the middle of its workshop phase.  

Student Alliance

The Student Alliance is an official structure of TRYSPACES. The Alliance’s representative, 
Laura Ferro, sits on the Steering Committee. The purpose of the Student Alliance is to 
support student initiatives and interests within TRYSPACES, as well as serve as a  
communication platform for students. 

This year, the Alliance launched a TRYSPACES Student Alliance Fund to support  
knowledge mobilization projects or student research projects, such as translation/editing, 
an event, educational activities or multimedia productions. Two projects were funded : 

->    Sarah-Maude Cossette : to support workshops to produce a multimedia  
production as part of the case study on adolescent girls and their use of public spaces  
in Pointe-aux-Trembles.  

->    Lucas Conan : to support translation activities for his research project « The social role  
of planning in intergroup contact : a case study of Tân Mài, Hanoi ».

The call will be open until December 2022.

In addition, the Student Alliance is supporting the comparative production of Podcasts by 
TRYSPACES students. Students are also very active in other comparative productions. Let 
us underline in particular the proposal of Mélissa Moriceau, Pauline Portefaux, and Violette 
Deffontaines for the realization of a comparative documentary on the uses of the street. 
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Students Participation 
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Training activities

TRYSPACES students are very active in the 
partnership. They initiate and conceptualize 
projects, write, publish, analyze, dissemi-
nate... without them, TRYSPACES would  
not be so dynamic.
 
At the initiative of Sarah-Maude Cossette, 
the TRYMontréal team organized an online 
symposium at the 89th Acfas Congress  
in May 2022. The event Urban Youth : 
Experiences of Intimacy and Public Spaces 
offered four thematic panels. This was a 
great opportunity to showcase the work  
of students. 

 

In 2022, we added a tab in the « Impacts » 
section of our website dedicated to sharing 
our pedagogical tools. Indeed, the Montreal 
Memory Centre (MEM) contacted us for a 
training in participatory cartography in order 
to support them in the development of 
their programming. Designed by Stéphane 
Guimont-Marceau, Marie-Ève Drouin, Nao-
mie Leonard and Julie-Anne Boudreau, the 
training is available on our website. It also 
includes a toolbox of TRYSPACES resources 
that can be used to support people who 
wish to develop participatory social  
mapping workshops.

https://tryspaces.org/tryspaces-au-89e-congres-de-lacfas-programmation-finale-du-colloque-jeunesses-urbaines-experiences-de-lintime-et-des-espaces-publics/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/tryspaces-au-89e-congres-de-lacfas-programmation-finale-du-colloque-jeunesses-urbaines-experiences-de-lintime-et-des-espaces-publics/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/impact/outils-pedagogiques/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/impact/outils-pedagogiques/?lang=fr
https://tryspaces.org/impact/outils-pedagogiques/?lang=fr
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TRYCITIES. Credit: Culturans

Hanoi, HealthBridge, the Women’s Museum, 
and our research teams are collaborating 
on the production and dissemination of our 
documentaries and preparing for a museum 
exhibition to open in April 2023.

Culturans plays a key role in mobilizing cities 
in the TRYCITIES project, an urban innova-
tion incubation project bringing together 
teams of young people in a research- 
creation process to propose a project for 
social transformation. In Mexico City, the 
TRYCITIES team is working to develop a 
« space station » project in Iztapalapa on the 
outskirts of the city, an ecological oasis  

promoting mental health, social connection 
and time management based on a seed 
bank and local memories and a fiction 
laboratory. In Hanoi, the TRYCITIES team 
is designing a platform for rural migrants 
and Hanoians to meet, drawing on perso-
nal stories and a citizen science portal to 
identify ideal public spaces. In Montreal, the 
TRYCITIES team is developing a program to 
build an alternative youth citizenship based 
on the diversity of young Montrealers and 
the principle of « political transformation 
through celebration and fun ».

Financial contribution of the partners

TRYSPACES partners contribute greatly to the evolution of the project through their partici-
pation in the various activities, but also through their financial contribution to the project.
 

Total partner contributions for years 1-5 have now reached $2,010,534, or 80% of the total 
grants we have received to date.
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Governance
The governance structure of TRYSPACES 
reflects our values with, among other  
things, an International Ethics Committee 
and an autonomous Student Alliance.  
The Steering Committee has four seats for 
non-academic partners, including one reser-
ved for Southern partners. This democratic 
and flexible structure allows all partners to 
shine within the partnership and to initiate 
projects, while offering great resilience. 

What has occupied the Steering Commit-
tee this year is the establishment of work 
teams for the comparative productions. 
We reached out 
to those who had 
expressed an 
interest in being 
involved in the 

4Cities Festival 
and issued a call 
to all our members 
for comparative 
projects. Sub-
group meetings 
were organized 
by the Central Coordination to discuss 
the interest and feasibility of the proposed 
projects. Some were abandoned, others 
were proposed. The Central Coordination 
accompanied the conceptualization of the 
projects and allocated budgets to support 
these productions, in the form of student 
grants, comparison grants and knowledge 
mobilization grants.
 

For its part, the International Ethics Commit-
tee (IEC) examined the rules to be followed 
for the use of research results from local 
case studies in comparative productions. 
While our data sharing policy adopted in 
2017 stipulated the sharing and circulation 
of raw data among the four cities, it was 
decided that the use of research results in 
comparative productions will instead have 
to follow the normal rules for citation of 
published work. These restrictions on the 
sharing of raw data, while contradicting 
our original intentions, will alleviate the 
concerns expressed by some members. 

However, responses to 
our annual survey sug-
gest that other members 
would prefer to have 
access to a common 
database : « I would like 
a collective database 
listing activities conduc-
ted at the College. Also, 

the use of a more 
accessible platform for 
newsletters and other 
communications, as 
email can present some 
complications. » In 
order to reconcile these 
two visions of individual 
and collective work, we 
propose two platforms : 
TRYCosmos lists our 
activities in an immer-

sive way, while the Transgression Atlas (in 
production) will present all TRYSPACES 
projects by city and member in its mapping 
of the TRYSPACES experience. In terms 
of communication, we have diversified our 
channels, including email, Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram. 

Your opinion on the  
quality of communication  
and management

Like every year, the Central Coordination 
has circulated a survey to take the pulse 
of the partnership. This year we received a 
total of 32 responses. Overall, our members 
are very satisfied with their involvement 
in the partnership. Our biggest challenge 
remains the feeling of having a shared 
vision. However, given the great diversity 
that characterizes TRYSPACES, this is not 
necessarily negative as we encourage 
« difference in (our) teams and (our) projects. 
We work with an ethic that is sensitive to the 
power relations that arise from differences 
in gender, sexuality, race, territory, age, 
different abilities, and social class and their 
intertwining. » 9

Another weaker point is our ability to circu-
late research findings. The 4Cities Festival 
has helped accelerate this circulation. 
Among the highlights raised in the survey, 
respondents emphasize the importance 
of « seeing the final results come in and 
developing new projects! » and the success 
of the « comparison seminar that allows us 
to better understand what other cities are 
doing and at the same time allows us to 

put down the differences and difficulties. » 
Another respondent emphasized : « The 4 
Cities festival was very useful, in my view, 
as it helped to bring all members of the 
partnership together. The decision to go 
forward with the TRYCITIES research- 
creation project was also a very positive 
element for me.

The comparative shift over the past year 
has presented some challenges, but as one 
survey respondent noted, « The start of the 
comparative work has been very exciting.  
In addition, it has served a purpose that 
TRYSPACES has sought since its inception, 
which is to learn about the different work 
being developed in cities and to articulate 
the teams from different cities. The com-
parative work opened dialogues and built 
analytical, theoretical and methodological 
reflections on the work within TRYSPACES. 
Virtuality has been an ally for this work. » 

Several respondents mention the impor-
tance of the TRYCITIES project in this tur-
ning point, which they describe as « spaces 
where we feel free to share our knowledge 
and feelings » and which « allowed us to 
explore new ways of working. »

« I feel that the TRYSPACES 
partnership is well established, 
reaches many partners and is 

starting to bear fruit for each of 
the cities, especially for Mexico 
City to see the many posts on 
social networks. So much the 

better! »« Sentimos un respaldo y cooperación 
de parte de TRYSPACES en todas 

nuestras iniciativas. Gracias! »

« La oportunidad que hemos tenido 
de interactuar con organizaciones, 
jóvenes e investigadores de las 4 
ciudades ha sido invaluable para 

nuestro desarrollo personal y 
organizacional. »

9   Declaration on the diversity of partnership adopted in December 2020.
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Financial 
statement
April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022

Central 
coordination Mexico Paris* Hanoi Montreal TOTAL

Research and investigation

Undergraduate  
scholarships

$10,782 $1,832 $373 $12,343

Master’s scholarships $37,581 $11,058 $48,639

Doctoral scholarships $86,434 $15,698 $102,132

SUB-TOTAL $163,114

Administration

Salaries coordination $50,863 $7,536 $1,256 $59,655

Supplies and equipment $8502 $549 $224 $9,275

SUB-TOTAL $68,930

Knowledge mobilization

Professional services $166,047 $4,154 $22,064 $2,673 $194,938

Travel expenses $98 $1,389 $1,496

Event $528 $528

SUB-TOTAL $528 $196,962

TOTAL YEAR 5 $429,006*As of the 2022 General Assembly, we have not received the financial report from Paris.

Annexes
PUBLICATIONS 2020-2021

Scientific articles

 O Bacqué M.-H. and Demoulin J. (2022) «  La recherche au défi de la participation. L’ex-
périence de la recherche «  Les quartiers populaires au prisme de la jeunesse » (ANR 
Pop-Part)  » Sociologie, n° 3/2022, pp. 297-315.

 O Boucher, Maxime. (2022). «  Participer sans se crisper  » Cahiers de recherche  
sociologique (68), pp. 127–144.

 O Boudreau, J.A., T. Álvarez Ramírez and R. Téllez Sánchez (2022). «  Embodied perfor-
mance in violent places : Transiting in and through the house, the street, and the institu-
tion  » Emotion, Space and Society. Vol. 42. 

 O Cossette, S.-M. and N. Boucher (2022). «  Les adolescentes, tacticiennes de l’espace 
public. Usages engagés and expériences transgressives des adolescentes dans les 
parcs de pointe-aux-trembles (Montréal)  ». Revue canadienne de recherche urbaine, 
vol. 30, n. 2.

 O Cossette, S.-M., and al. (2021). «  Chiller et autres faits ordinaires : les jeunes, la nuit à 
Montréal  » Ethnologies.

 O Demoulin J. and Lafaye C. (2022) «  Des jeunes de milieu populaire face à la gentrifica-
tion à Pantin : une dialectique entre présent et avenir  » Métropoles

 O Demoulin J. and Frouillou L. (2022) «  Caractériser les trajectoires de jeunes de quartiers 
populaires : une analyse par les récits de soi  » Sociétés et jeunesses en difficulté, à 
paraître dans le n° 27, 2022

 O Hernández-Medina, A., Paredes, L., Garza-Villarreal, E.A. and Mercadillo, R.E. (2022). 
«  Homelessness and inhalants abuse : An interdisciplinary case study involving cogni-
tion, brain connectivity and social behavior  » Journal of Social Distress and Homeless-
ness. pp. 1-6.

 O Kee, M., Turner, S. and D. Labbé (2021) «  People want good graffiti’ : Tensions, contradic-
tions, and everyday politics surrounding graffiti in Hanoi, Vietnam  » Area, 54(1) : 96-104.

 O Labbé, P. Celia Zuberec and Sarah Turner (2022) «  Creative hubs in Hanoi, Vietnam : 
Transgressive spaces in a socialist state?  » Urban Studies. 

 O Paredes, L., Enciso, F., and Mercadillo, R. E. (2022). « Women as users and dealers of 
inhalants in the streets of Mexico city : A study on empowerment, cooperation, and 
trust at the margins » International Journal of Drug Policy, 99. 

 O Salane, F., and O. Brito (2021). «  Lui, c’est un ”grand”  » / «  Eux, c’est nos ”p’tits”  » :  
dynamique de catégorisation et ordre social chez les jeunes des quartiers populaires.  » 
Sociétés et jeunesses en difficulté [En ligne], 25 | Printemps 2021, mis en ligne le 01 mars 
2021, consulté le 25 mars 2021.   

https://www.cairn.info/revue-sociologie-2022-3-page-297.htm
https://www.cairn.info/revue-sociologie-2022-3-page-297.htm
https://www.cairn.info/revue-sociologie-2022-3-page-297.htm
https://www.erudit.org/fr/revues/crs/2020-n68-crs06764/1086360ar/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.emospa.2022.100870
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.emospa.2022.100870
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.emospa.2022.100870
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